
 
 

Creation Care Conference 
Program  

  

Saturday Evening, November 9, 2013 (5:00 PM – 9:00 PM) 
 

5:00-8:00 Registration, Light Refreshments, Exhibits (Exhibits open 5 pm to 8 pm)  

6:00-6:15 Welcome – Jerry Kotas 

6:15-7:15 
Affluenza Revised, Guest Speaker, David Wann  

Author of Affluenza, The New Normal, Simple Prosperity, The Zen of Gardening, Superbia, Reinventing Community  

7:15-7:30 Break  

7:30-8:00 Structured Networking – Larry Grimm 

8:00-8:30 Role of Religious Communities in the Climate Change Movement, Guest Speaker, Bill McKibben 

The End of Nature, Earth, Fight Global Warming Now, American Hearth and his latest Oil and Honey 

8:30-9:00 Structured Networking – Larry Grimm 

 
 
 

Sunday, November 10, 2013 (11:30 am to 5:30 pm; exhibits open 9:30 am) 
 

10:00-11:30 Exhibit floor open. 

11:30-12:30 Registration, Coffee, Visit Sponsor Exhibits 
SOUP AND SALAD LUNCH BUFFET AVAILABLE FROM 11:30-12:30 

12:15-1:00 

Workshop 1A 

“What Can We Learn From 
Other Social Movements”  

by Chris Allan 

Workshop 1B 

"The Accelerating Rate of 
Global Change"  

by William Hay  
 

Workshop 1C 

“Environmental Health and the 
Role of the Health Care Sector”  

by Julie Moyle 
 

 
Workshop 1D 

“Global Warming and Religious 
Defiance:  Who Says God’s Isn’t 

Into Climate Science?”  

by Roger Freeman 
 

 SOUP AND SALAD LUNCH BUFFET AVAILABLE FROM 12:50-1:10, Visit Sponsor Exhibits 

1:15-2:15 
Spirituality in a Climate Change Context, Guest Speaker, Michael Schut 

Editor of Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A Christian Perspective; Food & Faith:                                                        
Justice Joy and Daily Bread, and Money and Faith 

2:15-2:35 BREAK, Visit Sponsor Exhibits 

2:35-3:20 

Workshop 2A 

“Changing the Climate of 
Worship”  

by Peter Sawtell  

Workshop 2B 

“Adam, Noah and Your Pantry: 
Judaism and Climate Change”  

By Bernard Gerson and    
Becky O’Brien 

Workshop 2C 

“2013-2014 Environmental 
Legislations and Bills”  

by Becky Long 

Workshop 2D 

“Dialogue on Spirituality and 
Climate Change” 

by Michael Schut 

3:20-3:40 BREAK, Visit Sponsor Exhibits (exhibits close after this break) 

3:40-4:25 

Workshop 3A 

“Practical Guide To 
Helping Your Church Go 

Solar ”  

by Don Parker 
 

 Workshop 3B 

“Effective Climate Advocacy”   

by Senator Rob Hogg 

Workshop 3C 

“Public Health Over Corporate 
Wealth: The Fight to Stop 

Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria”  

by Cait De Mott Grady 

 

Workshop 3D 

“Urban Gardens & Radical 
Compassion: Shifting from "just 
gardening" to co-creating Just 

Gardens”  

by Tisa Roberts 

4:30-5:15 
Panel 

Crisanta Duran, State Representative; Jerry Tinianow, Denver’s Chief Sustainability Office; Nelson Bock, CoIPL  

5:15 Closing Remarks – Tina Yankee 

                                                                                                                                                             

Register Here 

http://www.coloradoipl.org/solid-science/
http://www.coloradoipl.org/�


Our Keynote Speakers 

Affluenza Revised by David Wann  
 

David Wann is an author, filmmaker, and speaker on the topic of 
sustainable lifestyles and designs. Simple Prosperityis a sequel to the best-
selling book he coauthored, Affluenza, which is now in 9 languages. A third 
book in the “trilogy” about creating a more sensible way of life is The New 
Normal, which has just been published by St. Martin’s press. It presents 33 
high-leverage actions that can shift our culture in a more sustainable 
direction. He has also produced 20 videos and TV programs, including the 
award-winning TV documentary “Designing a Great Neighborhood,” 
about the Holiday neighborhood in Boulder. David is president of 

the Sustainable Futures Society and a Fellow of the National Simplicity Forum. He worked more 
than a decade as a policy analyst for U.S. EPA and co-designed the cohousing neighborhood 
where he lives, in Golden. 
 

Spirituality in a Climate Change Context by Michael Schut  
 
Michael Schut works at Seattle University’s Center for Environmental 
Justice and Sustainability. Prior to that he served as the Economic and 
Environmental Affairs Officer of the national Episcopal Church; in that 
position he participated on a White House Task Force on the Environment 
and Climate Change for faith-based communities. Michael also worked for 
11 years on the staff of Earth Ministry. He has edited and partially authored 
three books/study guides: Money and Faith: The Search for Enough; Food 
and Faith: Justice, Joy and Daily Bread; and Simpler Living, Compassionate 
Life: A Christian Perspective. He speaks and leads retreats connecting faith, 
justice, economics, and ecology. Michael has worked with homeless men, 
served as a Park Ranger, and led wilderness trips. He received his M.S. in Environmental Studies 
from the University of Oregon and his B.S. in Biology from Wheaton College in Illinois. He likes to 
backpack, garden, sing, read, and spend time with his nephew, Carter. He lives in Seattle. 
 
 

Role of Religious Communities in the Climate Change 
Movement by Bill McKibben 
 
Bill McKibben is an author of a dozen books about the environment, beginning with The End of 
Nature in 1989, which is regarded as the first book for a general audience on climate change. He is 

a founder of the grassroots climate campaign 350.org, which has 
coordinated 15,000 rallies in 189 countries since 2009. Time Magazine 
called him 'the planet's best green journalist' and the Boston Globe said 
in 2010 that he was 'probably the country's most important 
environmentalist.' Schumann Distinguished Scholar at Middlebury 
College, he holds honorary degrees from a dozen colleges, including the 
Universities of Massachusetts and Maine, the State University of New 
York, and Whittier and Colgate Colleges. In 2011 he was elected a fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
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Workshops 
 
1A: Moving the Movement: How Local Action Links to National Movements by Chris Allan 

Big complex problems like climate change often seem daunting from the individual or local level. But 
an understanding of how social change happens can help you place your actions in the wider context 
of the climate change adaptation and mitigation movement. This can help you make choices of what 
to do on your own and how to connect with others. This session will present a framework for 
thinking about how to fit yourself into the bigger picture, and make your contribution more 
strategically. 

Chris Allan, consultant on international environmental and development 
programming and fundraising. He has thirty years’ experience in community 
development and environmental protection with the Institute for Social and 
Environmental Transition, Environmental Health Fund, Global Green grants Fund, 
Catholic Relief Services and the US Peace Corps.  Ten of those years were in East 
and Southern Africa, and the remainder in the United States.  He has a Master’s 
Degree in Social Change and Development from the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies in Washington, DC, and a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Biology and African Studies from Wesleyan University in Connecticut. 

1B: The Accelerating Rate of Global Change by William W. Hay 

Bill Hay will take you on a journey to understand how the climate system works. He explores how 
humans are unintentionally conducting a grand uncontrolled experiment which is leading to 
unanticipated changes. We follow the twisting path of seemingly unrelated discoveries in physics, 
chemistry, biology, geology, and even mathematics to learn how they led to our present knowledge 
of how our planet works. He will explain why the weather is becoming increasingly chaotic as our 
planet warms at a rate far faster than at any time in its geologic past. He will suggest on possible 
future outcomes, and suggests that nature itself may make some unexpected 
course corrections.  

William Hay was born October 12, 1934, in Dallas, Texas. He received his B.S. in 
Biology from Southern Methodist University in 1955, M.S. in Geology from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana in 1958, and Ph.D. in Geology from Stanford 
University in 1960. As an undergraduate and graduate student he also studied at 
Ludwig-Maximillian's University in Munich under Wayne University's "Junior Year in 
Munich" program, and the University of Zurich as a Fellow of the Swiss Friends of the 
USA. After a year of postdoctoral study at the University of Basel, Switzerland, he 
began his professional career at the University of Illinois in Urbana in 1960. In 1968 
he became a joint Professor of Geology at the University of Illinois and Professor of 
Marine Geology and Geophysics at the Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences (RSMAS) of the 
University of Miami. He maintained this joint arrangement until 1974. From 1974-76 he served as Chairman of 
the Division of Marine Geology and Geophysics, and from 1976-1980 as Dean of RSMAS. From 1979 to 1982 
he served as President of Joint Oceanographic Institutions, Inc. in Washington, D.C. In 1982 he moved to 
Boulder, Colorado as Director of the University Museum, and was soon added to the faculty of Geology and 
CIRES. He resigned as Director of the Museum in 1987, and from 1990 to 1998 was on a half -time 
appointment at Colorado and half-time as Gastprofessor at GEOMAR, a marine geological research institute 
attached to Christian-Albrecht's-Universität, Kiel, Germany. In 1991-92 he was an Alexander von Humboldt 
Senior Research Scientist. In the summer of 1993 he was Gastprofessor in the Sektion Marine Geologie, 
Institute for Baltic Sea Research in Warnemünde, Germany, and in the fall of the same year F. C. Donders 
Professor at the Institute of Earth Sciences, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands. In the fall of 1995 and 
again in 2010 he was Gastprofessor, sponsored by the University of Vienna, in the University's Institut für 
Paläontologie, Vienna, Austria. During the fall of 1996 he was Gastwissenschaftler, sponsored by the Deutsche 
Forschungsgemeinschaft, at the Institute for Baltic Sea Research in Warnemünde/Rostock and Gastprofessor 
at Ernst-Moritz-Arndt University in Greifswald, Germany. During the summer and fall of 1997 he was 
Gastprofessor at GEOMAR, Christian-Albrecht's-University, Kiel, Germany. He retired from the University of 
Colorado in 1998 to take on the role of Professor of Paleoceanology full time at GEOMAR. He retired from 
GEOMAR in June 2002. He is Professor Emeritus at the University of Colorado, and now lives in Estes Park, 
Colorado. His current special interests are in global paleoclimatic and paleoceanographic modeling; 
paleoclimate model verification; geological mass balance for the global sedimentation system; modeling 
tectonics, erosion and sedimentation; topographic and bathymetric effects on climate and oceanography; 
global plate tectonic reconstructions; global paleogeography; geomaterial fluxes; global carbon cycle. He is 
author or co-author of more than 260 scientific papers. 
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1C: Environmental Health and the Role of the Health Care Sector by Julie Moyle 
 

Objectives: 
• Describe the relationship between environmental sustainability and human health. 
• Review status of climate change and impacts on population health 
• Discuss health impacts of environmental exposure to chemicals, industrial pollutants. 
• Describe best environmental practices for health care facilities. 
• Identify personal strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  

 
Julie Moyle received her BSN from Vanderbilt University and Master’s degree in 
Nursing Administration from Duke University.  She has worked in the operating 
rooms of Shands Teaching Hospital at the University of Florida and Duke University 
Medical Center in clinical and management positions; the University of North 
Carolina School of Nursing as a visiting research instructor; and Cardinal Health as 
a consultant specializing in surgical services. She was drawn to Boulder, Colorado, 
where she currently lives, and the opportunity in 2003 to open and manage the 
surgery department at Boulder Community Foothills Hospital, the first LEED 
certified hospital in the United States.  There, she began to develop her interests 

in environmentally sustainable practices in healthcare.  In 2011, she created 1x1 Consulting, whose 
mission is to assist healthcare facilities implement practices which reduce environmental impact.  
She has spoken at AORN, OR Business Manager, Healthcare Without Harm and Practice Greenhealth 
webinars and other conferences on implementing environmentally sustainable initiatives in clinical 
settings.  She serves on the Advisory Board of Philanthropiece and volunteers her time on projects 
which promote global health and environmental sustainability. 
 

1D: Global Warming and Religious Defiance:  Who Says God’s Isn’t Into Climate Science?  
by Roger Freeman 

This interactive and lively discussion will focus on the confluence between religious theory, scientific 
thought, AND law and policy, as applied to the controversial topic of global warming.  Some assert 
that religious beliefs are at odds with climate science, and that deeply-held religious faith might be 
part of the reason that so many climate change doubters persist.  Is it “God’s will” that human 
civilization would impose such significant impacts on this planet?    Others believe that climate 
science fails to account for a number of factors outside the scientific realm, including the religious, 
spiritual, and mystical side.  And who better to moderate and lead this discussion than an 
environmental lawyer!  Before practicing law, Mr. Freeman was a field biologist and he has taught 
classes and lectured frequently on the scientific, legal and policy issues that surround environmental 
issues.  This discussion is certain to spark lively audience participation.  The ultimate goal is to help 
participants understand how to reconcile their strong religious beliefs with environmental policy, law, 
science, and the other diverse factors that go into dealing with human impacts 
on earth, and particularly global warming. 

Roger Freeman maintains a diverse practice in environmental and occupational 
health law, helping clients address a range of issues, from environmental 
compliance to litigation and arbitration.  Mr. Freeman applies his diverse 
background as an Adjunct Professor at the University of Denver Sturm College 
of Law, and as a member of various environmental boards, to seek multi-faceted 
solutions to complex environmental problems on behalf of his clients.  Mr. 
Freeman is active in a variety of renewable energy and transportation projects 
and groups throughout the Rocky Mountain West and California.  Mr. Freeman uses his experience 
and understanding to help expedite project steps and creatively solve legal constraints to the 
development of renewable and advanced transportation projects. 

Mr. Freeman also has vast expertise in environmental and safety issues surrounding traditional 
energy development, including oil and gas and mining.  He was appointed by Governor Bill Ritter in 
2008 to the Colorado Solid and Hazardous Waste Commission, where he has focused on recycling 
and waste minimization, and is very active in the recycling arena.  He holds a B.S. from the 
University of Michigan and J.D. from the University of Denver. 
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2A: Changing the Climate of Worship by Peter Sawtell 

When congregations address climate change and environmental perspectives during worship 
services, the members start to take those issues seriously as matters of faith and ethics. We'll look 
at why the worship context is so important (both theologically and practically), and share strategies 
and resources to bring these concerns into worship on a regular basis. This conversation is 
appropriate for both clergy and congregation members. Bring your stories, questions and ideas! 

Thirteen years ago, Rev. Peter Sawtell created Eco-Justice Ministries to help 
Christian churches minister faithfully in this time of global ecological crisis. An 
ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, Peter emphasizes the distinctive 
and relevant messages of hope, challenge and community that can be developed 
in religious congregations. He has been a keynote speaker and workshop 
presenter at many regional and national conferences, has taught summer 
courses at Ghost Ranch, and is highly regarded for his weekly Eco-Justice Notes 
commentary. Working with clergy and lay leaders in Colorado, and across the 
country, Peter has a special passion for the connection between worship and 

social change. 

 

2B: Adam, Noah and Your Pantry: Judaism and Climate Change by Bernard R. Gerson and 
Becky O’Brien 

Join us in a brief overview of the Biblical basis of caring for the earth, along with an examination of 
classical Jewish teachings on stewardship. Then, learn about how the local Jewish community, as 
part of an interfaith collaboration, is addressing climate change through the food we put on our 
plates. You'll leave this session inspired, informed and equipped with an easy and effective resource 
you can use in your own congregation (of any faith) to start eating in sync with your values and 
become a healthier and more sustainable community.  

 

Rabbi Bernard R. Gerson has served since 1993 as the Spiritual Leader of 
Congregation Rodef Shalom, a Conservative synagogue in Denver.  His favorite 
rabbinic role is that of teaching. Whether in the classroom or behind the pulpit, he 
aims to educate and facilitate congregants' access to their precious heritage and 
lively traditions. He is inspired by his wife, Sue, and their children, Elliot and 
Jennie.  In addition to his synagogue work, Rabbi Gerson teaches Bible and 
Talmud at Denver Jewish Day School.  An avid sports fan and habitual basketball 
player, Rabbi Gerson devotes much of his free time to working out and attending 
Colorado Rockies baseball games. 

 

Becky O'Brien has served as Director of Hazon in Boulder since 2010. Hazon is 
the country's largest Jewish environmental organization, dedicated to creating 
healthier and more sustainable communities in the Jewish world and beyond and 
is the leader of the Jewish Food Movement. Becky has spent more than 15 years 
in the nonprofit sector and is fully committed to tikkun olam (healing the world). 
She has a master’s degree in Religious Studies from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. Becky enjoys gardening, cooking, eating, exploring the incredible 
Colorado outdoors, volunteering in her kids' school, and turning other people on to 
putting their beliefs into actions. 
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2C: 2013-2014 Environmental Legislations and Bills by Becky Long 

For the workshop, Ms. Long will discuss recent happenings in the legislature, including the passage 
of a major bill that will increase renewable energy in Colorado, as well as what we can anticipate 
with environmental legislation in the future. Ms. Long will highlight how the Faith community can 
have an impact in advancing proactive environmental legislation and help ensure that what we all 
love about Colorado is protected for generations to come. 
 

Becky Long, Conservation Colorado's Advocacy Director, oversees the policy work 
for the organization and works at the Capitol with lawmakers during the legislative 
session to make sure that Colorado's air, land, water, and people are a priority for 
legislators when enacting legislation. Throughout the year, Ms. Long works with 
partners and allies to advance conservation policy to protect Colorado's 
environment and fight back any threats. She is a native Coloradan who grew up on 
the Western Slope, so protecting Colorado's land, water, and public health is a 
priority for her. 

 

3A: Practical Guide to Helping Your Church Go Solar by Don Parker 

How members of faith communities can get together to help their church go 
solar. Learn about the tax and other financial benefits of solar electric 
installations, and how churches and other non-profits can use those benefits 
to make solar cost effective. 

Don Parker owns Golden Solar, a photovoltaic installation company 
(www.GoldenSolar.net). He is an attorney & amateur naturalist. He offers 
DIY assistance and advice for churches and other non-profit organizations 
to go solar. 
 
 
 
3B: Effective Climate Advocacy by Rob Hogg  
 
Iowa Senator Rob Hogg will lead a workshop on advocacy with elected officials and candidates in 
which he will address the "top ten strategies" that can work to convince officials to support action to 
address climate change and that recognize that citizens who want to make a difference are often 
busy people. 
 

Senator Rob Hogg, from Cedar Rapids, in Iowa, is an author of a new book, 
America's Climate Century. Senator Hogg is serving his second term in the Iowa 
Senate after two terms in the Iowa House.  Having represented Cedar Rapids 
during an unprecedented flood in 2008, he says he brings a "dose of reality" to 
the issue of climate change.  He is recognized as a leader in the Iowa 
Legislature on issues of climate change, renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
natural resources, and disaster preparedness. From 2007 to 2010, Senator 
Hogg served on the board of directors for Iowa Interfaith Power & Light, 
including a term as board president, and previously coordinated a global 
warming project for Ecumenical Ministries of Iowa in 1999-2000.  In August, he 

completed a 14-day climate action tour through New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and 
Connecticut. 
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3C: Public Health Over Corporate Wealth: The Fight to Stop Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria  

Antibiotics are critical tools in human medicine, yet the Food and Drug Administration reports that 
80 percent of antibiotics used in the U.S. are used for industrial agriculture. This widespread use of 
antibiotics in factory farms is leading to the emergence of antibiotic resistant bacteria, which the 
CDC reports cause 23,000 deaths annually in the US. Come learn about this emerging public health 
crisis, and about how Food and Water Watch's 'Healthy Farms, Healthy Families Campaign' is 
working to stop it.  

Cait De Mott Grady is a Food and Water Watch field organizer for the Healthy Farms, Healthy 
Families campaign based in Denver.  Cait grew up in a vibrant local foods community in Ithaca, NY, 
which sparked her interest in issues of food justice and sustainability.   

 
3D: Urban Gardens & Radical Compassion: Shifting from "just gardening" to co-creating 
Just Gardens by Tisa Roberts 
 

Come and Learn how church & community gardens, backyards, and abandoned lots are intentionally 
being transformed into dynamic sacred spaces that reflect and embody God’s radical compassion.  
Come and See a Pecha Kutcha presentation (20 slides-20 seconds each) about S A G E & Chadash 
Community and our Co-Exist Gardens. Come and Hear about the 3 Faces of Radical Compassion and 

how tenderness, fierceness, and creativity shift folks from “just gardening” 
to co-creating Just Gardens that cultivate peace and embody justice in 
visible, tangible, audible and tastable ways. Finally, Come and Share your 
questions, ideas, and dreams! 
 

Rev. Tisa Roberts is ordained to a ministry of peace and justice outreach in 
the United Church of Christ. She is the founding pastor of S A G E and 
Chadash, two communities that have grown out of over twenty years of 
accompanying people on their spiritual journey by digging into the soil and 

story of the Garden. Committed to radical compassion as the embodiment of justice, Tisa brings a 
keen theological imagination to the practice of building community. As spiritual companion, church 
planter, liturgical gardener and Horticultural Therapist, Tisa helps people reconnect to local soil as 
holy ground. She is a graduate of Boston University and the Iliff School of Theology.  

Panelists: 
Representative Crisanta Duran 
State Legislator, Colorado 

As a sponsor of Colorado SB 252, which increases the Renewable Energy 
Standard and creates opportunities through the Distributed Generation 
carve-out, Rep. Duran is working to create stability in the market for 
companies to invest in solar, wind and other clean energies in the rural areas 
of our state. 

Jerry Tinianow began serving as Denver's first chief sustainability 
officer on July 30, 2012. Prior to joining the Hancock administration, 
he was director of the Center for Energy and Environment at the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Commission for three years. During law school, 
he clerked for a year for the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund. Since 
2002, he worked for The National Audubon Society and the Mid-Ohio 
Regional Planning Commission on the stewardship of resources. 

 

The Rev. Nelson Bock, Board Member of Colorado Interfaith Power and 
Light. He is Co-Director of Wartburg “West” College, Denver, CO; long term 
interfaith involvement in social ministry, including board of Interfaith Alliance 
of Colorado, resides in Denver. 
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